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ONLY ONLINE
Michael Pollock details Durham’s vote to

protect Jordan Lake water.

Jeffrey Starkweather on the importance of
passing the mixed-drink referendum.

Chatham’s turbulent waters
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Tapping Jordan Lake Three Durham
Commissioners
make a splash on
Jordan’s banks
by Gary Simpson

Across the Chatham County line in Durham,
it was like watching old reruns of the former
Chatham County Board of Commissioners  (in

the hay day of the three
blocks of granite, Emerson,
Morgan and Outz). A devel-

oper submits a new study to define the critical
boundary line for a northern arm of Jordan Lake.
Those in power to do so buy in, thus allowing
the development to proceed.  And then a funny
(strange) thing happens on the way to another
big developer Victory Party.  The majority shifts.
Heaven and earth seem to move.  People who
care about natural
resources and due
process are given a
listening ear.  The
law is given due
respect.  On a con-
tentious 3-2 vote
the Durham
County BoC moves
for public hearings
on the matter.

Laws at their
BEST, I believe, are
written, enacted,
interpreted and
enforced to protect,
preserve and
enhance the well
being of the whole community.  Laws at their
WORST are written, enacted, interpreted and
enforced to protect, preserve and enhance the
vested powerful interests of the relative few at
the expense of the community at large.

What is critical in the volatile issue before the
Durham County BOC is not only the legitimate
definition of a proper boundary (no build zone)
on the banks of Jordan Lake.  Make no mistake,
it is vitally important to properly define a line in
the sand to protect a regional water source from
further impairment.  But in order to properly
address this and all the looming water issues
before us, it is of even greater import to define
good government and identify conscientious offi-
cials who seek above all else to champion laws at

By Michael Pollock

An eight-month strike
by workers at the Moncure
Plywood LLC plant on
Corinth Road in southeast
Chatham County ended
March 30. Local Lodge
W369 of the International
Association of Machinists
and Aerospace Workers,
Woodworking Division,
went on strike July 20. 

The Union’s bargaining
committee unanimously
backed the new contract.
Lewis Cameron, Local
President for 23 years, said “The
new contract is a dramatic
improvement over the original
terms proposed by the company
and rejected by members.
Seniority is respected, scheduling
issues will be resolved more equi-
tably, and most importantly, the
workers’ contract is preserved.” 

Moncure sales and marketing
officer Jeff Matuszak said, “This
agreement is the product of good

faith and determination by the
IAM and Moncure Plywood to
bring an end to the first strike in
the history of this company and
to make this mill a stronger, more
agile competitor in the most chal-
lenging economic environment
we have ever faced.” He added,
“This negotiation, as challenging
as it was, has helped all of us –
labor, management, and employ-
ees – recognize clearly that the

future of this mill relies on
our working together every
day to provide our cus-
tomers with the lowest-
cost mix of specialty ply-
wood products.”

In negotiations last
spring management
demanded increased
health insurance premi-
ums, instead of the former
flat rate, the elimination of
seniority, a 60-hour work
week and forced overtime,
and fewer holidays. 

This year management
reduced its demands and

a new three-year contract has
been established. Insurance pre-
miums will rise, but more slowly
and then level out. There will be
50-hour weeks, with up to 6
hours of overtime if work is
stopped for repairs, etc. This
mainly applies to newer workers
and in the initial stage of pro-
duction. Health and safety and

Strike ends at Moncure Plywood

In July, workers at the Moncure Plywood plant
went on strike. This March a new contract was

agreed to. The plant employs about 200 workers.

OPINION

DURHAM continued on page 7.
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By Julian Sereno

Jordan Lake lies entirely within Chatham
County, covering 60 square miles of what had once
been Chatham’s best agricultural land. It also sup-
plies drinking water to Chatham County, and will
supply a lot more in the future. The problem is that
Jordan Lake was designed for flood control rather
than as a source of drinking water. Many consider
its water unfit to drink.

George Lucier, Chair of the Chatham County
Board of Commissioners, described Chatham’s
water plans. “Short term, up to 20 years, is we have
an agreement with Durham to buy water from
them, up to 4 million gallons a day,” he said.

The water will be piped from Jordan Lake to
Durham to be treated and then piped back to
Chatham.

“The contact we have with them will allow us to
purchase water from them for less than its costs us
to treat the water ourselves,” said Lucier. “That
would more than double our water supply. 

Chatham already has access to 3 million gallons a
day from Cary’s intake on the east side of Jordan
Lake. The most the county has used is 2-1/2 mil-
lions gallons.

“The long-term solution will be a regional water
intake and treatment system on the west side of
Jordan Lake, closer to Pittsboro,” said Lucier. 

It will involve a partnership with the Orange
Water and Sewer Authority (OWASA), Chapel
Hill, Hillsborough and Durham. There is land for it
— about 500 acres — south of Seaforth Road. 

“This could take up to 10 years to get all the per-
mitting,” said Lucier. “We would very much like to

partner with Pittsboro, which has their own water
treatment problems.

We would increase our allocation from 6 million
gallons a day to 12 million gallons a day. This is in
the long future.” 

Pittsboro’s predicament
Pittsboro Mayor Randy Voller also seeks partners

for solving Pittsboro’s water woes. “We need as a
community to be working on collaborative solutions
for our waste water as well as our potable water…
Moving toward a collaborative solution with the
county and potentially other regional partners
would not only be economical for the stake holders
but also insure a better quality product in the

JORDAN LAKE continued on page 8.

A park ranger leads a fishing class on the fishing pier
on Jordan Lake.  PHOTO BY JOHN SHILLITO

Massaging the
law to serve the
narrow interests
of the powerful

few is a common
political plot.

What a refreshing
change this 
local tale is.

Pumping your own Page 3



by Jeff Davidson

We hold these truths to be self-evi-
dent: that all people are created equal;
that they are endowed by their creator
with certain inalienable rights; that
among these are life, liberty, the pur-
suit of happiness, and breathing
space. We each have the right to
enjoy the rains, the lakes, the mighty
rivers, and the vast oceans that cover
the earth. We have the right to enjoy
the forests, plains, savannas, tundras,
and living deserts.

We have the responsibility to pre-
serve and safeguard these natural
resources for all generations of
humans and other species that follow
us.

The earth and its resources are not
ours to despoil, but to enjoy, sustain,
and pass on. The 30+ million species
that inhabit the earth are intercon-
nected and enable each other to
thrive.

Our primary task is achieving sta-
bility in human population growth.
No  one of us is accountable for the
teeming masses of humanity that
inhabit the earth. Each one of us
must affirm the need for everyone to
practice prudent planetary manage-
ment. A 260,000-person net gain in
population every day is too much for
the earth to sustain and will eventual-
ly encroach upon the freedoms of

everyone. Each of us needs space to
explore, hike, swim, play — to discov-
er anew. We need untrammeled
mountain vistas, hidden springs,
pockets of vegetation furiously grow-
ing wild. We face an extraordinary
challenge. We have extraordinary
capabilities.

This we declare: that the breathing
space each of us deserves is not sim-
ply physical space but peace of mind
as well. We deserve to be free from
the ever-increasing bombardment of
information and sensation. We have
the right to be free from any medium
whose purposes seem askew — from
the presentation of violence to the
odd and absurd — with scant atten-
tion to breakthroughs in human
development, volunteer efforts, coop-
eration, service, or acts of real hero-
ism, altruism, and beauty.

We deserve to be free from over-
intrusion into our lives by regulatory
bodies set on aggrandizement and
enlargement, whose original missions
and purposes were lost long ago. We
have the right and the responsibility
to live clutter-free lives, for indeed if
we cannot keep the spaces of our lives
— our desks, offices, vehicles, and
homes — free and clear, how can we
ever aspire to maintain a clean envi-
ronment?

This we resolve: that everyone
deserves to have breathing space; that

we need to maintain our breathing
space and the breathing space of oth-
ers; that the future will belong to
those who steadfastly
choose to maintain control,
effectively draw upon their
resourcefulness and imagi-
nation, and teach others
around them to do the
same. Individually and col-
lectively, we need to pre-
serve and expand our
breathing space so that we
have the energy, creativity,
and resolve to meet cur-
rent and forthcoming chal-
lenges.

We need to attain
breathing space for our-
selves and then teach oth-
ers to do the same. We
owe it to ourselves and to those who
will come after us.

Jeff Davidson travels throughout the
U.S. speaking about achieving work-

life balance to clients such as Kaiser
Permanente, IBM, American Express,
Lufthansa, Swissotel, AOL, Re/Max,
USAA, D.O.E. and the World BankVisit
www.BreathingSpace.com or write to
Jeff@BreathingSpace.com
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New Hope Valley Railway 
Experience a bit of North Carolina history!

Ride the famous New Hope Valley Railway!
FFor further information and directions:

TEL: 1-919-362-5416 WWEB: WWW.NHVRY.ORG
North Carolina Railroad Museum

5121 Daisey Street
Bonsal, NC 227562

Post Office Box 40
New Hill, NC 27562

FFares: $9.00 Adults - $6.00 Children
The New Hope Valley Railway is located off Old US1 in the

historic community of Bonsal, NC, on the border of Chatham
and Wake Counties, just ten miles south of downtown Apex.

TTRAINS OPERATE THE FIRST SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH
MAY THROUGH NOVEMBER

TRAINS AT: 11:00AM - 12:15PM - 1:30PM - 2:45PM - 4:00PM
HALLOWEEN TRAINS OPERATE LAST SATURDAY OF OCTOBER

TRAINS AT: 4:00PM - 5:15PM - 6:30PM - 7:45PM
SANTA TRAINS OPERATE BOTH SATURDAY AND SUNDAY THE

FIRST TWO WEEKENDS OF DECEMBER
TRAINS AT: 11:00AM - 12:15PM - 1:30PM - 2:45PM - 4:00PM

The Shelbys
playing 
Thursday 
May 14 
no cover charge

• Affordable family dining

• Serving Beer & Wine

• Really good burgers, salads, soups and sandwiches

• Kid’s menu

• Private room available for meetings or parties

• Poker every Tue. and Wed. night in our game room

• Free WiFi

58 Hillsboro St. • 542-0376 • www.virliesgrill.com • Parking in Rear

• Breakfast and Lunch every day
(breakfast served ’til noon on 
Saturday & Sunday)

• Dinner: Monday – Friday

• Open Saturday 7 am–3 pm,
Sunday 8 am–noon

• Daily specials

• Smoke free

celebrating
OUR FIRST ANNIVERSARY

This we declare: 
that the breathing 
space each of us 
deserves is not 
simply physical 
space but peace 
of mind as well. 

Declaration of breathing space




